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Media alert from the Media Scanning & Verification Cell, IDSP-NCDC. 

 

With a large number of jaundice cases reported in Shimla, a municipal corporation team on 
Saturday reached the conclusion that the outbreak was likely the result of untreated water 
from sewerage treatment plants mixing with water from Ashwani Khud pumping station, 
which supplies water to 30% population of Shimla. 
On December 31, a six-member committee formed by the MC had visited the sewerage 
treatment plant at Malyana and concluded that the sewerage treatment plant was in 
disrepair and was discharging raw effluents. The committee had also found that effluents 
were not being chlorinated properly. 
The committee had also observed that the bleaching powder used for chlorination was 
manufactured in September 2014 and was stacked in torn bags. It also found that as there 
was no power backup, the plant stopped functioning in case of a power outage, and untreated 
water was again allowed to flow. 
 
But when a team headed by mayor Sanjay Chauhan visited Ashwani Khud pumping station 
on Saturday they found that there was clear-cut mixing of untreated water from sewerage 
treatment plants in water of the pumping station. "There is no treatment of water for virus-
causing Hepatitis either at the sewerage treatment plant or at the source and pumping 
stations at Ashwini Khud," said Chauhan. "The team is of the view that quality of water in 
Ashwani Khud is not good, which is causing repeated epidemic in Shimla." He said that the 
irrigation and public health department had now been asked to act immediately. 
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